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Our Thoughts on the Risks of Nature-Based Activities in Shiretoko

The name “Shiretoko” comes from the Ainu word Sir-etok, meaning ‘the end of the earth.”
As this origin suggests, visitors to this region must always be
prepared to face the forces of untamed nature.
But it is precisely this harshness that gives rise to Shiretoko’s extraordinary beauty and abundance.

To help you experience the wonder of this wild land,
Shiretoko offers a wide range of nature-based activities.
Enjoy its vast and dynamic landscapes
—from the sea, the mountains, and deep within the forests.
Local guides who know this land inside and out will lead you on unforgettable adventures.

That said, the excitement and thrill you'll feel here are deeply connected to the powerful and
unpredictable forces of nature.
All outdoor activities come with inherent risks.

Together with local guides and businesses, our community is committed
to making Shiretoko as safe and enjoyable as possible.
Even so, you might still encounter a brown bear on your trail,
or find yourself standing on drift ice that suddenly shifts beneath your feet.

Whether you're a seasoned adventurer or someone just curious
to take a short walk in the wilderness,
the way you explore determines the kind of risks you may face.
That's why we believe it's our mission to share not only the joy and beauty of each activity,
but also the potential risks—clearly and honestly, for every kind of visitor.

We hope to share the rich, raw, and breathtaking nature of
Shiretoko with as many people as possible.
As you take your first step into this extraordinary land,
we invite you to embrace not only the excitement and wonder
—Dbut also the respect and awareness that this wild nature deserves.



